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BIGGLES JADE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Annual Report 1972. 


To the Chairman and Members 
of the BIGGLES JADE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


—- —= 


———— 


Mr. Chairman and Menbers, 


I have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the health and sanitary 
circumstances of the District for the year 1972. 


The Vital Statistics compare very favourably with those of snzland and ‘Jales 
and the Administrative County. 


The Causes of Death table repeats a familiar pattern. Of 99 deaths, 56 were 
in respect of persons sixty-five years of age and over. 51 of the total deaths 
were due to heart and circulatory diseases, 23 to cancer, including 7 of lung 
cancer, and 10 to diseases of the respiratory systcii. 


In the Introduction to last year's Annual Report I mentioned the impending 
reorganisation of Local Government and the ‘ational ide.lth Service and I drew 
attention to the importance which was bein; attached to collaboration wetween 
the authorities which would come into bein: on the lst April, 1974. In the 
case of Bedfordshire they are the new County Council, the new District Councils 
and the Area Health Authority, with its two ilealth Districts, one based on 
Bedford and the other on Luton. In ordez to secure the necessary collaboration 
there are to be statutory joint consultative comiittees, one covering social 
services and education ani the other coverins environmental healthe ‘The 
importance of housing is recognised and it ias been recomuiended that housing 
natters should be discussed in relation both to environmental health and the 
social servicese In the introduction I also indicated that one form of 
collaboration woulda be for the District Councils to appoint as medical advisers 
("proper officers" ) doctors eiployed as Community Physicians by the Area ticalth 
Authority at Health District level. It has been well said that health is 
essentially a sinsle problem for the community as a wholee Such a»pointments 
would greatly facilitate the approach to the problem. On the one hand, as an 
employee of the Area Health Authority, the doctor would be a ember of a tean 
concerned with personal health services, aid on the other, as an euployee of the 
District Council, he would be a member of a team concerned sith envinonnental 
healthe 


In the toxt of the Report 1 have mentioned some of the health serviccs 
provided by the Council in their capacity as Local Uealth Authority. ‘These 
services, together with those of the District Councils, form a broad base 
of Operations for the prevention of illness and the maintenance and promotion 
of healthe “he fact that there is a division of responsibility for providing 
the services has in no way prevented that joint action by officers of the County 
Council and the District Councils, which is so often necessary. I acknowledge 
with gratitude the co-operation of the County Medical Officer anc his staff in 
matters of mutual concern, and his sympathetic understandin; of health 
problems in the Districts. I an particularly grateful to him for the comprenensive 
nature of the action he took in the County durin: the recent smallpox episcdee 


In conclusion, I express ny sincere thanks to the members of the Council 


for the consideration they have continued to show me and to the Clerk and 
the 2ublic Health Inspectors. an! their staffs for their rea:y co-operatione 


I an, 
Your obdedient servant, 


W.C.¥. Brothwood, 
Medical Officer of ilcalthe 
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BIGGLESTADE UnBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


AINTUAL REPORT 


of the 


MODICAL OFFICER OF iii LTH 


for 
eae 


STATISTICS OF THE AREA 


Area in acres 
Registrar General's estimate of 

home population mid-year 1971 
Wunber of inhabited houses 
Rateable Value as at 31st March, 1973 
sum represented by a One Pence Rate 


SOCIAL CONDITIONS O7 THE ARiAA 


Biggleswade is a country market town and is the 
centre of a rich agricultural and horticultunal 
area. 


There is a substantial anount of liczht industrye 
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3e VITAL STATISTICS 


LIVE BIRTHS 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


TOTALS 


Males 


Crude Birth rate per 1,000 Home population .. 
Adjusted birth rate per 1,000 Home population 


Birth rate for England and ‘Jales ee 


STILL BIRTHS 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


TOTALS 


Stillbirth rate per 1,000 total births 
Stillbirth rate for England and Wales 


DEATHS 


Deaths in the district 
Crude death rate per 1,000 
Home Population 

Area comparability Factor 


Adjusted death rate per 1,000 
Home Population 


Death rate for En¢land and ‘tales 


Deaths from disease and accidents 
of pregnancy and childbirth 
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Males 


Males 


52 
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Females 


83 


85 
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Females 


Fenales 
47 


ee 


ee 1765 
se 1625 
14.8 


a 
** ne * 
** ** ** 
Bo lame T 
f 
f 
** ** ** 


4 AP. me, 
i 


a8 |  &TAPOT 


.s sottefuqod eaoll 000 sf toq oto < 7 


co 60 oe MOL alegog smk go 4. ores 4 
ae oe ee ** oe veils) has 


SHTATS IETS | 
soleil 


; | ~ eno? 
Oa) aa ak eidetd tn¢od 000, 20g ote 
“* oe o* eeloW hue hasload. ms 
ols 


DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YuAR Ol AGE 


Males Females Total 
Legitimate ~ 2 2 
Illegitimate - - - 
TOTALS - 2 2 
Rate of all infants per 1,000 live births oe ee oe ee ee ee 12.0 
Rate for England and Wales eo ee ee ee ee ee eo ee ee 1 7Te0 
Neo=Natal nortality rate (death under oe eo ee ee ee ee ee 6.0 
4 weeks per 1,000 live births) 
Early neo-natal mortality rate (deaths 6.0 
under 1 week per 1,000 live births) ee a ee ee 7 
Peri=natal mortality rate (stillbirths and .. e+ .8 8 es ee 12.0 
deaths under 1 week combined per 
1,000 live and stillbirths. 
Peri=natal mortality rate for England and Wales ee ee oe ee oe 22.0 


STATISTICAL TABLE 1963 - 1972. 


| DEATH RATE | BIRTH RATE _ INFANT 

' MORTALITY RATE 

2 

Year Biggleswade | England Biggleswade England Biggleswade England 
Urban Urban & Wales {| Urban i & Wales 


| 1963 a 13.2 | 20.9 | 
| 1964 | | | | 
eee | 200 | 
l 1965 | | 14.3 19.0 
i 1966 | | Lie 1 tose Fo) 
| 1967 | 9405 | i2 20007 | 1742 | Nal | e.g 
| 1968 | 8.16 11.9 19,65 Lites. ch. | (20.0 | 1047 
| 1969 967 | 11.9 19.6 Pgeus = ona | 48.0 | 
| 1970 | 10.7 1107 19.3 ee ee ee ero 
| 1971 | 9.5 Pe 42 i} 19.3 Peres | 170 i 1840 | 
| iga | 9.6 peaiasd ~ 4. 196.5 aides ee tesOu. | Aaron 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 


‘in 2017 with funding from: 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o028923935 
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Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach 
Malignant Neoplasn, Intestine: 
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, | 
Bronchus 
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast | 
Malignant Neoplasm, Prostate 
Leukaenia 
Other Malignant Neoplasms 
Other Diseases of Nervous 
system i 
Hypertensive Disease 1 
Ischaemic Heart Disease 
Other forms of heart disease 
Cerebrovascular disease | 
systen 
Influenza. 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis and Umphysena 
Other diseases of respiratory 
systen 
Peptic ulcer 
Other diseases of digestive 
systen 
Nephritis and Nephrosis | 
Diseases of musculo= i 
skeletal system | 
Congenital anomalies 
Other causes of peri=natal | 
nortality 
Motor Vehicle Accidents | 
All other accidents 
Suicide and self-inflicated 
injuries 
TOTAL ALL CAUSES 


CAUSES OF DEATH 1972. 


; . . - - ) . . - - ~~ a! ; ae 
a” Sioa. ee ee tte sn 4 Ys tess » 1 4 “4 a4 ' 


+e 


eal on 


RIN a tr en teat tty Se nee ep tS e-em oe 


=a wm 4 ww aA ~~ wy wy 4 “4 we ke 4 } -# t i if a Ww 4 


Saa 4 es ok te cet 35 ee “4 hi § 4 ee hd 4 , ="4 


- A Se Rs ti ernest ages ee on ee re ree ma * 


GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES IN THE AREA. 
The Bedfordshire County Council provides:— 


(a) through its Health Comittee the following services, anongst others, - 
Health Centres, Care of Mothers and Young Children, iiealth Visiting, 
Home Nursing, Domiciliary Midwifery, Ambulance, Immunisation against 
Infectious Diseases; 


(>) through its Education Comittee, a School Health Service; 


(c) through its Social Services Committee personal social services. 
The Bedfordshire and Luton Executive Council provides the Fanily Practitioner 
] : et eee Servicce 
-Te North. West Motropolitan Regional Hospital board provides consultant 
and hospital scrviceSe 
PREVALENCE AND CONTROL Oi INFECTIOUS DISEASE. 


Much is achieved in the prevention of infectious disease by 
immunisation. Diphtheria, whooping couch, tetanus and poliomyelitis 
are dealt with in the first year of life and necessary re-inforcenent 
doses are given at about five years of age. Immunisation a:ainst 
measles takes place in the second year of life. Consideration is being 
given to the feasibility of immunising at the age of five years those 
who missed Vaccination earlicr. 


Vaccination against rubella is offered as a routine to girls 
reaching their twelfth year and there are arrangements, with prescribed 
safeguards, for the vaccination of women of child bearing age. 


B.C.G. vaccination is offered, where appropriate, to children 
at the age of thirteen years. 


There are also certain activities of officers of the Public 
Health Department which are important in the prevention and control of 
infectious diseases. They are most readily recognisable in outbreaks 
of voniting and diarrhoea and the rigid surveillance of persons 
returning from abroad who have been in contact with infectious 
diseases, especially typhoid and cholera. 


The table which follows sets out the notifications received. 
There are several significant features about the table. First, there 
is a continued absence of diphtheria and polionyelitis. This fact 
accurately reflects the success of iniunisation against these 
diseasese Second, there was but one case of food poisoning. This 
fact is a clear indication of the value of the food hygiene neasures 
taken by the public health inspectorate and others. ‘Third, the 
number of cases of neasles fell from 80 in 1971 to 2 in 1972. lcasles 
is known to behave capriciously but there can be no reasonable doubt 
that Vaccination is decreasin; the incidence of the disease. In 
the year 1971 about 38/2 of the children cligible under the County schene 
were VacGinated. The percentage in 1972 was about 60 and consideration 
is now being given to the feasibility of offering Vaccination to those 
children who were not vaccinated during their second year. Seven cases 
of scarlet fever were notified. 


Notifiable Infectious Disaases 
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With regard to Tuberculosis, there was no new case and no death from this 

disease in 1972 and in each of the previous three years there was only one 

new case and no death. The table which has been in use to set out the information 
has been discontinued. There is, however, still a need for ‘continued alertness 
in diagnosis, efficient treatment and thorou;h followalp of the patient 

and his contacts’. One proof of this lics in the fact that although the 

national total of deaths in 1971 was the lowest ever recorded it still is 

higher than that of any other notifiable infectious disease and notifications 

of the disease reveal a relatively unchanged situation during the last year. 


The persons on the Tuberculosis Register at 31st July 1973 nunbered: 
(a) pulnonary ll, (b) non=pulnonary 5e 


A mobile Chest X-ray Unit visits Biggleswade regularly to provide a service 
for local nedical practitioners, it is stationed near to the Railway Station 
every Tuesday morning between ll.15 aeme and 11.45 ane. 


CLEANSING OF VERMINOUS PERSONS 


Cases requiring attention are usually school children with head lice 
infestations and these are dealt with by the Health Visitors as a matter 
of routine. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 1948 Section 47. 


Section 47 of the “ational Assistance Act provides for the removal to 
hospital or Part III accommodation on a Court Crder, of sick or old people 
who are unable to look after themselves. It was no& found necessary to use 
this legislation for the compilsory removal of any person during the yeare 
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REPORT OF SURVEYOR AND PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR. 
YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1972.6 
PUBLIC HEALTH — GENERAL INSPECTIONS 


The following inspections were made and nuisances abated or defects 
remedied by informal action. 


Public Health Acts 264 
Housing Acts 58 
Improvement Grants 84 
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 255 
Food Premises 174 
Factories 26 
Caravan Sites 45 
Civic Amenities Act 18 
Infectious Diseases 8 
Rodent Control 24 
Clean Air Act 6 
Noise Abatement Act i 
Unsound Food 10 
Food and Drugs Act 14 
Miscellaneous 104 


Notices pointing out defects or contraventions of enactments 


WRITTEN 


Public Health Acts 

Nousing Acts 

Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 

Food and Drugs Act | 1 
| 


Civic Amenities Act 

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 

Clean Air Act 

Noise Abatement Act 

Factories Act 

Caravan Sites and Control of Development 
Act 


RODENT CONTROL 
One hundred and sixty—three inspections were made in connection with 
rodent control and treatment undertaken as required. One test baiting of 


sewers was carried oute 
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FOOD PREMISES 


(a) Bakehouses 5 16 
(b) Confectioners 4 31 
(c) Butchers | 6 18 
i 
(4) Grocers 15 34 
(e) Greengrocers 4 8 
(£) Supermarkets 6 26 
(g) Fish Shops 8 14 
2e CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS 
(a) Cafes and Restaurants 5 18 


(bo) Canteens (Industrial) 
(c) Hotels: 


(a) Club Premises 


| 3, LICENSED PREMISES | 


The total number of food prenises in the district at the end of 1972 


was 89e 


MEAT AND OTHER FOCDS FOUND TO BE UNFIT 
FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION AND CONDEMNED 


The following foods were found to be unfit for human consumption and were 


surrendered voluntarilye 


Food Weight Condition 
Frozen Foods 4001bs. Food became unfrozene 
Meat 61bse Deconposition 
Tinned Foods Tlbs. Damaged tin allowing 


mould growthe 


Vegetables (fresh) 201bse Deconposition 
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IMPROVEMENTS ETC. TO FOOD PREMISES 


Premises re—decorated 7 
General structural alterations 1 
General structural repairs 2 
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HOUSING 


Inspections of dwelling houses during the year 


(1) (a) WNunber of dwelling houses inspected for housing 
defectse (Public Health and Housing Acts) 


(vb) Number of inspections made 
(2) (a) Number considered to be ina state so dangerous 
or injurious to health as to be unfit for hunan 
habitation 
(b) WNunber (excluding these in sub=para 2(a) above found 


not to be in all respects reasonably fit for hunan 
habitation. 


Renedy of defects during the year without service of fornal 
notices. 
Nunber of defective dwelling houses rendered fit 


in consequence of informal action by the Local 
Authority of their officers 


Action under Statutory Powers during the year:= 


(A) (1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices 
were served requiring repairs. 


(2) WNunber of dwelling houses which were rendered fit 
after service of formal notices. 


(a) By owners 
(b) By Local Authority in default of Owners 


(B) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:- 


(1) Wonter of dwelling houses in respect of which notices 
were served requiring defects to be renedied. 


(2) Nunber of dwelling houses in which defects were renedied 
after service of fornal notices:= 


(a) By owners 


(b) By Local Authority in default of Owners 


{c) Proceedings er Sections 16 and 17 of the Housing Act 1957:- 


(1) Nunber of dwelling houses in respect of which denolition 
orders were nadee 


(2) Wunber of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance of 
denolition orderse 


(3) Munber of separate houses in respect of which Closing 
Orders were nades 9 
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(4) Number of separate tenenents or underground roons in 
respect of which closing orders were determined, the 
tenenent or room having been rendered fit. 
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IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


There were 14 applications reccived during the year for Inprovenent Grants 
(Discretionary) and seventeen applications for Standard Grantse These figures 
reflect the trend towards application for the higher linit grant with a better 
standard of inprovencnte 


The total anount of grant approved towards improvenents was £4,452-00 for Inprovenent 
Grants and £2,720-00 for Standard Grantse Several schenes did not reach conpletion 
during the year and in all six applications were refused as a result the anounts 
actually paid were £3,830-00 and £2,566-00 respectively. 


FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS 


The following factories and workshops are registcred:= 


Brewers 

Millers 

Motor Vehicle Engineers 
General Engineers 
Joiners 

Plunbers 

Printers. 

Caravan Manufacturers 
Scrap Metal Dealers: 
Laundry 

Furniture Manufacturer 
Lingerie Manufacturer 
Bookbinding 

Bakehouses 
Miscellaneous 
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FACTORIES ACT 1961 
le Inspections 


Number on Nunber of Nunber of | Nunber of 
Register Inspections } Written |  Occupiers 
Notices Prosecuted 


le Factories in which 
sections 1,2,35,4 and 
6 are to be enforced 
by Local Authorities 


2e Factories not 
included in 1 in 
which section 7 is 
enforced by Local 
Authority. 


3 Other premises in 
which section 7 is 

enforced by the Local 
Authority (excluding 
out-workers prenises ) 
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FACTORING. 
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ACT 1961 (GopfriituuD) 


Cases in which defects were found 


Want of cleanliness 
Overcrowding 


Unreasonable Temper- 
ature 


Inadequate Venti- 
lation 


Inadequate Drainage 
of floors 


Sanitary Conveniences 
(a) Insufficient 


(b) Unsuitable or 
defective 


(c) Not separate 
for sexes 


Other offences 
against the Act 
(not relating to 
outwork) 


Se ae ee a tt can 
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Number of cases in which 
defects were found 


nr en ae a ee 


Remedied 


To HM. 
Inspector 


TOTAL il 4 _ 
OUTWORK 
Section 133 
Outworkers Listed 6 


Default in sending lists to 


council 


Prosecutions for failure to 


supply lists 


Nature of Works 


Section 134 


Instances of work in unwholesone 


Notices served 


Prosecutions 


Making of w 


prenises 


aaring apparel. 
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By HM. 
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Noe of Cases 

in which 
prosecutions 
were instituted 
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OFFICES , SHOPS 


WD RAILWAY PREMISHS ACT, 1963. 


The foll wing returns were submitted to the Minister of Labour as required by Section 60 of the Act, in respect of the period ended 
31st Decenber, 1972. 
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TABLE tue 


Registraticns 
General Inspections 
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Class of Premises Noe of Prenises ; Total number of , Noe of Premises recei= 
; Registered during | Registered Prenises ving general inspection | 
| the year at the endof year. } during the year. 
| Offices 1 45 | 27 
. Retail Shops | ak | 78 ' 78 
i 
Wholesale Shops, warehouses ~ 3 i B) 
i 
. Catering Establishnents open! ma i 7 | 7 2: 
; to the public and canteens | = 
! 
} 


Fuel storage Depots 


oe 


! POPALS | 2 | 133 115 | 


TLDLE Be Number of visits of all kinds by Inspectors to Registered Premises 2536 


TABLE C 


Analysis of 
Persons imployed 


t H 


Class of Workplace Noe Employed | 
_: oo eieeges |e “a 
' Offices 275 
' RetailsShops 459 


Wholesale Shops, Warehouses 17 | 


the public 


| Canteens 


Fuel Storage Depots 
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(Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 cont/d.) 
ACCIDENTS 

There Wore no accidents reported during the yeare 
CONTRAVENTIONS 


Notices of Contraventions of various provisions of the Act. 


Verbal 4 
Written 23 
TOTAL 7 
Prosecutions - 


ANALYSIS OF CONTRAVENTIONS FOUND 


section Contraventions Noe section Contravention 
4 Cleanliness - 15 Hatinz Facilities 
5 Overcrowding ~ 16 Floors, passazes, 
and stairs 
6 Temperature - 
7 Ventilation ~ 1 Fencins exposed 
3 Lighting - parts of machinery 
9 Sanitary conveniences 2 18 Protection of young 
10 Washing facilities 2 persons from dangerous 
#3 Supply of drinking - 19 nachinery 
water Training of young 
12 Clothing accommodation ~ persons working at 
dangerous machinery 
13 Sitting facilities = 
14 Seats (Sedentary Workers ) -_ 23 Prohibition of heavy 
work 
24 First Aid -— Goneral 
Provisions 
TOTAL 


EXCEMPTION FROM PROVISIONS OF VARIOUS SECTIONS 


No. of applications received NIL. 
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL 


As in previous years refuse collection was split between direct labour (607 and 
Contract (40%). 


Disposal has continued to be in tho form of controlled tipping at Deepdale, Sandy 
at the tip operated by the Biggleswade Rural District Council and no difficul tios 
were experienced. 


DRAINAGE A.D SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


The whole of the district, with the exception of a few outlying properties is 

on main drainage and all new propertics completed during the year were connected 
to the sewerage system. For those properties not commected a cesspool or septic 
tank emptying service is available on request. 


The Sewage Disposal Works at Furzenhall, which, in addition to the sewage fron the 
town, takes part of that from the Northill and Caldecote parishes of the Biggleswade 
Rural District Council, has continued to operate renarkably well in view of the 
extrenely high B.0.D. of the crude sewage entering the workse <A systen of 
recirculation was introduced which has helped results to sone extent, although 

the figure for suspended solids often exceeds the Royal Commission Standard. 


Negotiations for trade efflucnt agreenents took place durinys the year with ea 
view to their early completion, and preliminary steps were taken towards 
preparing a scheme for the extension of the existing works — an essential if 
further developnent is to take place. 


WATER SUPPLY 

The water supplied in the area by the Bedfordshire Water Board has proved satisfactory 
in quantity and quality. Most of the supply is obtained fron the Board's Newspring 
Source and is pumped direct from Lower Greensand. It requires no treatnent other 


than iron removal ond chlorination. 


The water is regularly sampled by the Water Board bothatNouspring and inthe distribution 
systen. It is of a high standard of organic purity and is not plunbe=selvent. 


The following is a chemical analysis of treated water from the Newspring Supply 
(an average of samples taken weekly). 
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF TREATED WATER FROM BCREHOLE SUPPLIES 


(Average Analysis of Samples taken weekly). 


—— 
i Works Map Reference Biggleswade. 


| Turbidity (A.7.U.) 
Colour (Hason Units 
; Reaction pH 
|} Electric Conductivity (Reciprocal Megohns 
per cece at 20 c 
| Anmoniacal Nitrogen 
f Albuninoid Nitrogen 
* Nitrate Nitrogen 
e Chloride as Cl 
' Carbonate Hardness as CaC03 
; Non-Carbonate Hardness as CaC03 
| Total Hardness as CaC03 
Calciun CaC03 
Magnesium as CaC03 
Free Carbon Dioxide 
; Sulphate as S04 
! Iron as Fe 


Lead, Copper, Zinc None fcund 


; Sodium as Na 16 
: Pottassium as K 528 
Manganese as Mn Less than 0.01 
Fluoride as F *0.15/1.00 
Silica (Molybdate Reactive) as Si02 16 
Phosphate as P04 Less than 0.05 | 


; * Before and after Fluoridation. 


Public Ilealth Dept., 
Stratton House, 
BIGGLES "ADE, 

Beds. 
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